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Savannah College of Art and Design preservation specialist 
Bob Dickensheets conducts a tour of Ivy Hall, 179 Ponce de 
Leon Ave. N.E., formerly known as the Peters House, June 1. 
More than 350 visitors from the Atlanta community joined the 
tour.

S.D.H. Investment Corp. Inc. donated the property to SCAD 
this spring, and the college announced plans to renovate the 
facility to serve as a cultural arts center.

The 1883 building first housed the family of Edward C. 
Peters, who also referred to it as Ivy Hall, and later The 
Mansion restaurant. The Peters House was listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1972 and was 
designated an Atlanta Landmark Building by the Atlanta 
Urban Design Commission in 1989. In 2001 and 2003, the 
Atlanta Preservation Center listed the house among the most 
endangered buildings in Atlanta.
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Part-time assistant manager
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“I envision a cultural arts center where the community can
gather to enjoy world-class art, design and literature,” said
SCAD President Paula S. Wallace. “When the opportunity to
acquire the Peters House presented itself, I knew we had to
step in to save this beautiful and historic home, not only for
the college but for the people of Atlanta as well.”
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